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Sﬁmsb Street

Chicago 17, Illinois
Dear ¥rs. Leliaster: Aug. 25, 1

Porhaps you will be interested in hearing about my vacation trip to
Kentucky. For same time I had be

country from which my mother's father, Hugh LalMaster, oame, and as I also want-
ed to make a visit to my sister Lois and her daughter, Ann, in Indiamapolis, I
combined the two ideas and made Kentucky my destination, with stop-overs in
Lafayette and Indianapolis, Indiana. o Fafaule A,

On the way dom I stopped wnh—night,vﬁdx my sister-in-law, Nina
(Harry's widow) and Iad a very pleasant visit with hers I asked how Dorsey
("Bud" to the family) was getting along at West Point, and was surprised almost
o the point of a shock to learn that he stood 7th in o olass of 8428 I told
her that I would have been thrillod to learn that he was within the upper tenth
of his class, but that this was almost too much for me to grasp, He is ohaire
man of the most important committee of the student body, and will have charge of
arrangenants for their Juns week graduation, etc. Of course I am very proud of
hime Those who attain the highest standing in their class are permitted to
choose their branch of service, I belicve that "Bud" prefers the Engineers.
Mina is planning to spend the winter in New York or New Jersey in order to be
near Dorsey, for she fools that he will surely bo sent over-seas within e short
while after graduation, She may drive through about the middle of Sepbember,
and would 1ike to have me go with her. Sinco I have two woeks lofb of my vaca=
‘tion I might bo able to gos Sho thought we might possibly drive on up to Maines
Of course T would have to return from New York by train, as sho would romain
‘thore,

After leaving LaFayette I went on(the next afternoon)to Indianapolis
and spont o couple of days with Lois and Ann, and then took tho Bus for Madison,
Indiana, down on the Ohio River, and found that there was no Bus comection
thero for the part of Kontuoky I wished to visit. I had solected my ovm route,
and it soemed from the road maps to be the most direct route to Campbellsburg,
where 1 wanted to Mre Ben LaMaster (a second cousin)e From Madison I had
o take a Bus to a little place called Lamb, which was moroly a wide space in
the road, and then walk about a milo down to the forry, and was forricd across
on & oreaky old boat, and then had to walk about anothor milo up imbo the little
ity of Carrolton, Ky, I really enjoysd the walks, although my luggage was a
it heavy. As it was midwaftornoon whon I reached Carrolton I decidod %o spend
tho night thoro, and won% to a movie "The White Cliffs of Dover" which T enjoyed
very much. 1 caught the 6:00 AM bus for Campbellsburg, and had a delicious
broakfust at a 11ttle country town hotol, with plenty of southern hospitality.
Phoned out to Bon Lallaster, and he came in and ook me out to his farm home
where I spent the morning, He and his wife were invited out to dimer, at some
friends in town, and wo visited unbil time for thom to loave, when thoy roturnod
mo %o tho Hotel, and I ook the 1:30 PM Bus to New Castle, I hnd wanted to
moot this lire Laliastor, as ho is tho oldest momber of the Lalastor family in
that section of tho Stato, and he lived in the old homo of his fathor (also a
Benjamin LaMastor) who was my grandfather's nophow = my mother's own cousine
Ho has a vory nice farm home = a largo two story house very nicely and comforte
ably furnishede

A% Now Castlo I went directly o the Court House, and lookod up old
rosords of wills, deods, marriages, oto, pertaining to the Lalinsber family, as
my grandfathor was born in or near that place. Among other itoms of intorost
I found an appraisal of tho personal property of the brother of my groat-grand-
fathor, This was my grandfathor Hugh's wncle, for whom he was mamod. A list
of his slaves, with thoir ages and valuo, was quito interosting, so I will quote
that part of tho appraisal:
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Charity, nogro womn, ago 50 $200400 ¢ Ann Eliza, nogro girl, age 14, $500,00
sl i W LY

33 500,00 ¢ Elvira 0 350,00

Charlotte " " " 30 500400 : Dorinda 2 2 "9 300,00
Isham " blind mn " 28 = : Perry " boy " 9 350.00
Jourdan " man " 24 750400 : Amanda " girl " 8 250,00
Levi » * " 26 760400 : Alexander N iboy % B-N98,00
Warfiold :: - " 22 700,00 : Hannah " girl " 3 150,00
Alfrod * " 21 750,00 : Mary " 8 5 1e00
Oliver Ao " 18 700400 : Williem Henry" boy " 1 _100.00
$7,150,00

This Hugh Lolastor, my grendfathor's wnele, was a Rovolutionary soldior, and ap~
plicd for a ponsicn vhen ho was 83 years old. Ho died at the age of 87, I had
alwnys supposed that he asked for a ponsion because he noeded it, but from tho
value of his proporty, both real and personal, I rust have boon mistakenm, for he
seems to mw boon "pretty woll fixed" for his day and gonorations

Aftor "browsing around” in tho dusty court rocords \mn closing’ tino
ot the Court House, I decidod that if it were possiblo I would go on over to
Eminence that evening, and found a rural mail carricr who ook mc over there (a
distanco of at least five miles) for a 50 taxi fees It wns woll worth it, as
Eninence is quite a nico little placo, with a comfortable hotels I located a
Ladfaster relative, Mrs. Lucy Lallaster Smith, and spomt o ploasant evoning in her
homos T also mot hor sister who was visiting her from Colurbia, Missouri.

The noxt morning I startod out to try to locato tho place that my grand-
fathor had cwned when he lof% Kentucky in 1822, and which I had beon told
facing tho Fair Grownds ot Eminonce. It was a walk of about a milo from the hoart
of town. The present house is approached through an avenuo of troes (and I wone
dered if perhaps they had boon plantod by my grand-fathor) and is at tho orest of
a hill. The omer of the place did not imow who had owned tho place sv long ago,
as his abstract did not go back that far. He had purchased it through the Farm
Loan Burcau, or whatever it is oalled, and ho suggostod that I sco his lawyer in
New Castlo, who had his abstract, as he might be ablc to toll somothing about ite
He did not have this information, so I am still wondering, but I bolieve that it
nust have beon grandfather's place, from the desoription givon me by tho Laliasterse
The owmer said that ho thought that a former house had stood betweon tho progent
location and tho highwey, as ho had found evidonce of o fowndation thoros

lir. Bon Lalfastor told me of a 1ittle "family burying ground” of tho Le
lasters botwoon Bmincnoo and Now Castle, whero thoro wore somo very old stonos,
and said ho thought my groat-grandfathor was buriod there. I was not able to got
out thoro, but ho promisod to drive out and copy the inseriptions for mo "somc
day". T surely would appreciate having it, for it might givo mo somo valuable
informtion. I have never boen sblc to find the birth dato of Jamos.He died 183l.

From Bmincnce T went down to Shelbyville, enfoute to Frankfort, whero
I mot lrs. Beard,(n ccusin of my friond Moma Osbourn, of Neosho, lisscuri) who
15 a gonealogist, and who holpod mo search the rocords in tho State Historical
Socioty. I spont tho oftomoon in tho Court Houso at Shelbyvillo and found a mum=
bor of intorosting rocords of tho LalMastor family, but nothing to tell me what I
wantod most o lmow = just wherc tho family had come from to Kentucky. Records
of taxes paid in Jofforson, Shelby and Honry Countios were found to bo all on the
samo property, as Jefferson County was subedivided twice, and the "proporty on
Dronnan's Crock" montionod in these throo county records are of onc and the same
propertys

The 01d C'\pl’hol Building at Frankfort is now ontirely given ovor to tho
Historical Sooiety, and it mist be a beautiful place, although whon I wes thore
it was in groat disnrdﬁr, a8 thoy werc giving it a vory thorough oleaning and
rourmnging things, and you could hardly got around without stumbling over paint
buckets, book cases, misown ploces, ote, which wore pulled out into the conter of
‘the rooms to be out of tho way of the workmen, Mrse Board and Mrs, Camnon, tho
Librarian were both very helpful and intercsted in my search for old fomily
records. They arc convinced that the James Lalaster who sorved in the Revolution
in the Virginia Linc is my groat-grandfathor, Jomos, who came to Kentuoky in 1792,
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and sottlod in Jofferscn County, Ky, for ho wes the only James Lailastor memtin=
cd as living in that soction of tho Stato b that Sines. They bolleve Sho DiAshs
\quld noocpt these foots but my partioular intorest is in finding whore tho
ndly como fron in Virginia, and in btaining positive proof that the Jomos
Luhkxstar who served in the Revolution, acecording o rocords of the Quartcr=
o Gomealis Offico, 18 my Erontmgrandfathor. The Kontuoky relativos soy
that they have been told that tho family camc frum Culpepper Court House, Va. I
have not looked into this mattor, bub shallwitc to the C.urt House thore o
sce 1f thcy have any rocords of Lelasterse
I rotumcd o Now Cestle on Friday ovening, end had the most dolighte
ful part of my visit. As I had plonnod o spond the might thore and go owr to
%he Court House again to luok up somothing I had failod to got previously, I
inquircd about a Hotcl, and found that the proprictors were Mr. and lrs. Arcttc
Latfastor, who wore "scoond ccusine once removed" - iir. Lallastor's fathor was o
brother of Bon Laliastor, and a seoond cousin of minos lirs. Latastor was vory
meh interested in tho rocords I had with me, and I gave hor some copics of my
material to scnd to hor son who is in sorvico and at prosent in obout tho samo
part of Prance from which our ancostors arc said tu hove cumo, Thoy wore vory
cordial, and whon I went to sottle my bill they would not allow mo to pay for
ny room and brealfast, so I folt that I had roally been visiting rolatives in
Kenbuolys
1 left New Custlc about 11:00 AW and u‘mntu._lly found my woy back via
Carroltun and the ferry o Madison, where I had to wait about four hours, and
apent part of thab tims in visiting tho Lantor hk‘nnxm, home of & nillionairc
of the carly days, and a most boautiful places....Spent Suncay with Lois and
Amm in Indianapolis, and 1cft thoro Mondoy A for Chlasgo, stupping again to soo
Nima ot LaFayotto bobwoon trodns, and ook to Chisag> by 9

had only spent oight days of my threo woskts vacation, so T will
have :mthlng to look forward to = oithor the trip to tho Bast with Nina

a trip to tho Soutiwost (Missouri ond Oklahomn) at Christmas timcs A]thuugh
the acoount of my vaoation may sound rather stronuous, I assure you that it
really was rostiud and T thoroughly cnjoyod it. Breryonc down in Kontuoky
scoms to bo good naturcd, and 1ifo sooms o move along sorcncly. I found
cvoryono, oven strangors, smiling and saying "good morning" whothor they cver
saw yuu boforc or note It's o nico custom. I am surc I would enjoy another
vacation in that part of the country.

Woll, this soams to covor tho dotails of my trip, and I hope that
this 10?5 lobtor has not borcd yous Whon I roturnod to the office I found my
dosk pifod high with "unfinishod busincss” which had acoumilated in my absonco,
and I have boon quitc busy gobting caught up again. For that roasem I havo
written this mimcographed lttor to sond to my close frionds and rolativos,
who my, or may not, have tho pationce to road itesesss Anywny, ploaso lct mo
hoar frim you soone

Sincerely, or "with love" as the ense my bo =
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